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CHAPTER 386
FIREARMS ACT

An Act to repeal the Firearms Act and make further and better provisions with
respect to firearms, and matters incidental thereto

Be it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majestpy and with the advice and
consent of the House of Assembly of Saint Vincenhd the Grenadines and by the
authority of the same as follows.

[Act No. 12 of 1995 amended by SRO 24 of 1995, SRf) 1996, Act No. 25 of 1996, Act No. 4
of 1999, SRO 43 of 2003, Act No. 3 of 2004, Act 18@.0of 2004.]

[Date of commencement: t¥October 1995.]
PART I
Preliminary

1. Short title
This Act may be cited as the Firearms Act, 1995.

2. Interpretation
In this Act—
“acquire” means hire, accept as a gift or borrow;

“ammunition” includes ammunition for any firearm, restricted naumition,
grenades, bombs and other similar prohibited neissithether capable of use with a
firearm or not;

“appropriate authority” means—

(@ for the purpose of the granting, renewal or refion of a licence or permit,
the Commissioner of Police;

(b) for the purpose of the granting or revocatioradfanshipment permit, the
Comptroller of Customs and Excise;

“automatic firearm” means any firearm so designed or adapted thagsspre is
applied to the trigger missiles continue to be liisged until pressure is removed
from the trigger or the magazine containing thesites is empty;

[Definition of “automatic firearm” amended by SR#1996.]
“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Police;
“Comptroller” means Comptroller of Customs and Excise;
“Estate Gun Licence” means a licence referred to at section 8;
“firearm” means—
(@ any lethal barrelled weapon capable of dischgrginy shot, bullet or missile;
(b) any restricted or prohibited weapon;
(¢) any component part of a weapon described at pgwhda) or (b);

(d) any accessory to any weapon described at patagaqr (b) designed or
adapted to diminish the noise or flash or dischafgaich weapon;
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[Definition of “firearm” amended by SRO 7 of 1996.]

“firearm dealer” means a person who deals in, sells, makes orrsejga@arms or
sells ammunition;

“Firearm Dealer’s Licence” means a licence authorising the holder to deal in,
sell, make or repair firearms or to sell ammunition

“Firearm Export Permit” means a permit authorising the holder (duringtitine
stated in the permit) to export from Saint Vincantd the Grenadines to a specified
destination in a specified manner such type ofafires or ammunition as may be
described;

“Firearm Import Permit” means a permit authorising the holder (duringtitne
stated in the permit) to import into Saint Vincant the Grenadines from such source
as may be specified such type of firearm or amnam#as may be described;

“Firearm User’s Licence” means a licence authorising the holder to ownsggss
or use a firearm;

“imitation firearm” means any toy or object having the appearancefiofarm
whether or not it is capable of discharging a sholiet or other missile;

“licence” means any licence referred to at section 4(1);
“Minister” means the Minister responsible for security;
“police officer” includes constable;

“premises” includes buildings and land;

“prohibited weapon” means—

(@) any automatic firearm;

(b) any grenade, bomb or other similar missile;

“public place” includes any highway and any premises or placetich at the
material time, the public has or is permitted toehaccess whether by payment of a
fee or otherwise;

“restricted ammunition” means any ammunition designed or adapted to contai
any noxious liquid, gas or other substance;

“restricted person” means a person who within the preceding five years
(@ has been so declared under section 7(2);

(b) has been convicted of an offence involving vickeiand sentenced to a term
of imprisonment exceeding six months;

(c) is over eighteen years and has been convicteth agfdictable offence and
sentenced to a term exceeding two years;

“restricted weapon” means any weapon designed or adapted for theadgpeiof
noxious liquid, gas or other substance;

“shot gun” means a smooth bore gun with a barrel of not tleas twenty-four
inches, not being an air gun, and any componerit ggad any accessory thereof
designed or adapted to diminish the noise or ftaslsed by firing such gun;

“slaughtering instrument” means a weapon designed or adapted for the
instantaneous slaughter or instantaneous stunfiagimals with a view to slaughter;

“transfer” includes to let or hire, give, lend or part witbsgession.



CAP. 386
Firearms Act — Subsidiary Legislation

PART II
Licences and Permits

3. Application for licence or permit

(1) For the purposes of this Act, a person shatllhave in his possession any firearm
or ammunition unless he is in possession of theompiate licence or permit specified in
section 4(1) and (2) respectively.

(2) An application for the grant of a licence $hal
(@ be in the form prescribed in Form A of the Fishedule;
(b) be addressed to the appropriate authority;
(c) contain the prescribed particulars;

(d) be accompanied, if required, by photographs efapplicant of the number
and dimension prescribed;

() bear, if prescribed, a specimen of the applicasijnature;
(fH  be signed by the applicant;

(g0 be accompanied by the prescribed fee;

(h) be accompanied by any other document as maydsenied.

(3) Itis an offence for a person to make anyest&nt which he knows to be false for
the purpose of procuring whether for himself ortheo person, the grant of a licence or
permit under this Act.

(4) The fees for the grant and renewal of licersles! be the fees prescribed in the
Second Schedule as amended by order from timetoly the Minister.

4. Licences and permits

(1) The appropriate authority may grant the foilogvcategories of licences in the
forms prescribed in the Schedule—

(@ aFirearm User’s Licence in Form B;
(b) an Estate Gun Licence in Form C;
(c) aFirearm Dealers Licence in Form D.
(2) The appropriate authority may grant the follogvcategories of permits—
(@) a Firearm (Employees) Permit;
(b) a Firearm Import Permit;
(c) aFirearm Export Permit.

(3) Any person who has a firearm or ammunitiomis possession without a licence
or permit or forges or counterfeits any licence parmit issued under this Act or
knowingly uses any forged licence commits an offeaad on summary conviction is
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty thousandaislior to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding seven years, or both.

[Subsection (3) amended by Act No. 37 of 2004.]
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5. Duration of licence or permit

(1) Subject to section 6, a licence shall (unkesfore revoked or cancelled) be for a
period of one year from the date of issue renewabieially on Form Al in the Schedule
on payment of the prescribed fee.

(2) A permit shall, unless revoked or cancelledntmue in force until the act
authorised to be done is accomplished.

(3) The holder of a licence shall submit his fireannually for inspection on the date
coinciding with that on which his licence is grahtw renewed.

(4) Any person who fails to renew a licence ompieas required commits an offence
and on summary conviction is liable to a fine neteeding five hundred dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

6. Requirements for grant of licence or permit
(1) The appropriate authority may grant or rendigence or permit if satisfied—
(@ that the applicant—
() is qualified or competent to hold the licerarepermit applied for,

(i) has good cause for having in his possesgponchasing or acquiring
the firearm or ammunition in respect of which tipplacation is made,

(i) is not a prohibited person under section 7,

(b) that the grant of such licence or permit will mstdanger the public or the
peace.

(2) No licence or permit shall be granted in respef a restricted weapon or
ammunition except with the prior approval of thenkdter.

7. Prohibitions
(1) No licence or permit shall be granted to aspef—
(@ inrelation to any prohibited weapon;
(b) who is a restricted person under this Act;
(c) subject to section 6(2), in relation to any riestid weapon or ammunition;
(d) of intemperate habits;

() under the age of twenty-one or who for any reasaonsidered unfit to be
entrusted with a firearm or ammunition.

(2) A Court before which a person is convictedanfoffence under this Act or any
law in force prior to the coming into operationtbfs Act dealing with the importation,
exportation, possession or use in Saint VincentthrdGrenadines of any ammunition
may declare that person a restricted person fopuingose of this Act.

8. Estate Gun Licence
(1) The holder of an Estate Gun Licence may carsiiot gun and may—

(@ authorise any employee named in such licenceatry such gun to, from
and on land belonging to the holder;
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(b) have the licence amended from time to time onliegpon to the
Commissioner and with his sanction, by deleting nhenes of employees
named therein and substituting the names of others.

(2) The Commissioner shall issue a certificate enntdis hand stating that the
employee named is entitled to carry a shot gun wtige Estate Gun Licence specified
and the duration of such entitlement.

(3) The employee shall produce such certificatthatrequest of the Police or other
authorised person.

9. Additional provisions relating to Firearm Users Licence and Estate Gun
Licence

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 6, a &ine User’'s Licence or an Estate
Gun Licence shall not be granted until the applitherefor has—

(@) satisfied the appropriate authority of his prighcy in the use and
management of the type of firearm in respect ofcWhiis application is
made;

(b) satisfied the appropriate authority that he haslenadequate provision for
keeping the firearm in respect of which his appla@wais made in a secure
place when not in use;

(c) if the application is in respect of a firearmeady in the possession of an
applicant, produced the firearm for inspection xy &ppropriate authority.

10. Permits

(1) A person may be in possession of a firearmmomunition if he has obtained one
of the categories of permits referred to in secti@®) subject to the terms and conditions
contained in such permit.

(2) A person who makes any false statement fopthipose of obtaining a permit for
himself or any other person commits an offence iarichble on conviction to a fine not
exceeding five thousand dollars or to a term ofrisgmment not exceeding two years, or
to both such fine and imprisonment.

11. Firearm (Employees) Permit

Subject to the provisions of this Act, the appragiauthority may on the application
of any person who is acting with the written cornisginthe holder of a Firearm User’'s
Licence in respect of a particular firearm spedifie such licence grant to that person a
Firearm (Employees) Permit which shall authorisehsperson to keep, carry and use in
connection with the business of the holder of diggnce, that particular firearm.

12. Revocation
(1) Subject to section 13, the appropriate autyaoriay revoke a licence or permit
if—
(@ he is satisfied that the holder—

(i) is prohibited under this Act from possessinfireaarm or ammunition
pursuant to section 7,

(ii) is of intemperate habits or unsound mind,
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(iii) is under the age of twenty-one or is for ameason considered unfit to
be entrusted with a firearm;

(b) the holder fails to comply with a notice undebsection (2).

(2) Where the appropriate authority revokes aogrice or permit under this section
he shall notify the holder in writing—

(@ of such revocation;

(b) to deliver such licence or permit to him withieven days of the date
specified in the notice such date not being lean three days from the date
of delivery of the notice.

(3) Every person who without lawful excuse (thegirwhereof shall lie on such
person) fails to comply with a notice under subisec{2) commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding oneukand dollars or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding six months, or to both suchdimé imprisonment.

13. Appeals

(1) An aggrieved party may within the prescribadet and in the prescribed manner
appeal to Cabinet against any decision of the gpjatte authority—

(@ refusing to grant a licence or permit;

(b) refusing to amend any licence or permit;

(c) revoking any licence or permit;

(d) refusing to grant any exemption pursuant to sactb.

(2) Where the aggrieved party is the holder ofcanice or permit and has in his
possession the firearm or ammunition which is thbjext matter of the appeal, the
firearm or ammunition may not be retained by himgieg the outcome of the appeal.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apyya decision made by the Minister
under section 6(2) and such ammunition as may eeifggd.

PART Il
Possession and Use of Firearm

14. Possession of firearm or ammunition

(1) No person may be in possession of a prohibiedpon save as authorised by
Statute.

(2) No person may be in possession of a restristmbon save as authorised by the
Minister under section 6(2).

[Subsection (2) amended by SRO 7 of 1996.]

(3) Subject to section 15 no person may be ingssssn of any other firearm or
ammunition without a licence or permit pursuanseégtion 4.

(4) Any person who possesses a firearm or amnamith contravention of this
section commits an offence and is liable—

(@ if in possession of a prohibited weapon—
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(i) on summary conviction to a term of imprisonrment exceeding ten
years,

(i) on conviction on indictment to a term of ingNmMent not exceeding
twenty years;

[Paragraphd) amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]
(b) if in possession of a restricted weapon or amirmi—

(i) on summary conviction to a fine not exceediag thousand dollars or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years,

(i) on conviction on indictment to a fine not eeading twenty-five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term exteeding fifteen
years;

(¢) in any other case—

(i) on summary conviction to a fine not exceedsegen thousand dollars
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding threary,

(i) on conviction on indictment to a fine not eeding twenty thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceedamgyears.

(5) In any prosecution for an offence under tleistisn—

(@ any person who without reasonable excuse is énctimpany of a person
who uses a firearm to commit any offence or annaffeinvolving an assault
or the resisting of lawful apprehension of himselany other person; or

(b) any person who has in his possession or undecdrigrol any vehicle in
which is found any firearm or ammunition,

shall if the circumstances give rise to a reas@pl#sumption that he was present to aid
or abet the commission of the offence, be regamaedhaving in his possession such
firearm or ammunition.

(6) Any person who is proved to have used or teet@een in possession of a firearm
or imitation firearm in any of the circumstancesiath constitute an offence under
section 19 may be charged under this section.

15. Exemptions

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section &4person may be in possession of a
firearm and ammunition without a licence or perwtiere—

(@ he is the holder of a Firearm Dealer’s Licencedgpect of any firearm or
ammunition—

(i) being part of his stock in trade,

(i) for the purpose of repairing, testing or piray, in the ordinary course
of business;

(b) heis—
() the executor or administrator of the estata dieceased person, or

(i) the Trustee in bankruptcy or liquidator of @solvent person or a
company in liquidation,



CAP. 386

Firearms Act — Subsidiary Legislation

where the person, prior to decease, insolvencigoidiation as the case may
be, was the holder of a Firearm Dealer’s Licencesgpect of any firearm or
ammunition forming part of the stock-in-trade otkyperson;

(c) he comes into possession of any firearm or amtiannby virtue of being—
(i) an executor or administrator of the estata deceased person, or
(i) the Trustee in bankruptcy or liquidator insea of insolvency;

(d) he is the servant or agent of any of the persefesred to in paragraph)(
(b) or (c) in respect of any firearm entrusted to him folivaey to the owner
or some person who is about to become the owner;

(e he is an officer of customs or any police offidgerrespect of the period
during which the firearm or ammunition is retaifgdhim pursuant to this
Act;

(H any firearm is entrusted to him for storage ursdation 27; or

(g0 he possesses a firearm or ammunition by virtua akrtificate or permit
issued to him by the appropriate authority:

Provided that no person shall keep a firearm or aniton in his possession without
a licence for a period exceeding seven days from date of possession under
section 1¢).

(2) Subsection (1¢f relates to—

(@) any person taking part in a theatrical perforneaacin the production of a
cinematograph or television film;

(b) any person at an athletic event who is respomédvl starting the races;

(c) any person conducting or carrying a miniaturke niange (whether for a rifle
club or otherwise) or a shooting gallery, in respafcminiature rifles not
exceeding 23 calibre and ammunition there for usiethe rifle range or
shooting gallery.

16. Carrying firearm and ammunition in public pro hibited

(1) Subject to the proviso to section 29(2), aspershall not carry a firearm or
ammunition in any public place unless he has opéison a licence, permit or certificate
granted by the appropriate authority authorising to do so.

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) ctsnam offence and is liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding two thousandedis]

17. Discharging firearm in public prohibited

(1) A person shall not discharge any firearm omamition on or within one hundred
yards of any public road or in any public placeepte—

(@ in the protection of his person or property & gerson or property of some
other person;

(b) under the direction of some civil or military hatity authorised to give such
direction;

(c)  with the permission of the Commissioner of Police

(2) Where a contravention of subsection (1) occarpolice officer may without
warrant enter any premises on which he has reakonzduse to believe such
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contravention was committed and seize any firearranamunition found which he has
reasonable cause to believe was used in such gentran and may retain such firearm
or ammunition for the purpose of any investigateomd where legal proceedings are
implemented in relation to the offence, until spcbceedings are concluded.

(3) Any person who contravenes this section cosait offence and the burden of
proof of the facts tending to establish that trexklarge of the firearm was lawful shall be
upon the person so asserting.

18. Possessing firearm with intent to injure

Any person having in his possession any firearmammunition with intent to
endanger life or cause injury to person or propertyto enable any other person to
endanger life or cause injury to person or propeitether or not any injury has been
caused commits an offence and is liable—

(@ on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding ttesusand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years;

(b) on conviction on indictment to a fine not exceedthirty thousand dollars
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twesrs.

[Section 18 amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

19. Possession of firearm of imitation with intento commit offence
(1) A person who uses a firearm or imitation firea—
(@) with intent to commit an offence or aid in theraoission of an offence; or

(b) to resist arrest or to attempt to prevent theuhapprehension of himself or
any other person,

commits an offence.
(2) A person convicted of an offence under suli@ect) is liable—
(@ on summary conviction to imprisonment for a terot exceeding five years;

(b) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment forterm not exceeding
twenty-five years,

in addition to any other penalty to which he mayliable for the offence he may have
committed or attempted to commit or for the offenoé resisting arrest or attempting to
prevent the lawful apprehension of himself or atheoperson.

[Subsection (2) amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

PART IV
Trading in Firearms and Ammunition

20. Restriction on sale of firearms
(1) A person shall not, unless he is a licensehfms dealer under this Act—

(@ manufacturer, sell, transfer, lend, repair, tast, prove any firearm or
ammunition;
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(b) expose for sale or transfer or have in his pasgedor any of the purposes
of subsection (1) any firearm or ammunition;

() convertinto a firearm an imitation firearm ohet gadget.
(2) A person shall not sell any firearm or ammionito anyone other than—
(@) aregistered firearms dealer;
(b) aperson licensed in accordance with section 4;
(c) aperson holding a permit under section 4.

(3) The Governor-General may by proclamation givhthe sale of firearms and
ammunition within Saint Vincent and the Grenadifegssuch time as may be specified in
such proclamation.

(4) Any person who contravenes the provisionshif section commits an offence
and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceedisgven thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years,to both such fine and
imprisonment.

21. Restriction on sale of ammunition

(1) A person shall not sell ammunition to anyotteothan a licensed firearms dealer
unless at the time of the sale that person—

(@ is the holder of and produces a valid licence; or
(b) s the holder of a permit to keep, carry or uggia pursuant to section 4;
(c) is exempted from the requirements of this Actspant to section 15.

(2) Every firearms dealer who sells ammunitionlishefore delivery make an entry
in a book to be kept for that purpose specifying—

(@ the nature and quantity of the ammunition sold;

(b) the date of sale;

(¢) the name and address of the purchaser;

(d) the office of issue of the licence;

(e) the number and date of the licence or permit;

()  the circumstances, if any, exempting the persom foossessing a licence.

(3) A firearms dealer shall produce for inspectibe book of entries specified at
subsection (2) on request by a police officer beptuthorised person.

(4) The holder of a Firearm Dealer’s Licence shall deal in firearms except at the
premises specified in the licence.

(5) Any person who contravenes the provision$igf $ection commits an offence.

22. Prohibited weapon
(1) A person shall not purchase, acquire, seltaorsfer a prohibited weapon.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisionshef section commits an offence
and is liable—

(@ on summary conviction to imprisonment for a terot exceeding five years;
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(b) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment forterm not exceeding
twenty years.

[Subsection (2) amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

23. Converting firearms

(1) Subject to subsection (2), a person other temn holder of a valid Firearm
Dealer’s Licence shall not—

(@) shorten the barrel of a shot gun to a lengtless$ ithan twenty inches;

(b) convert into a firearm anything which is not @&rm;

(c) convertinto a restricted weapon anything whihaot a restricted weapon;
(d) convert into a prohibited weapon anything whigmot a prohibited weapon.

(2) The holder of a Firearm Dealer’s Licence shmidt, without the prior written
approval of the Commissioner, do any of the thirderred to in subsection (1).

(3) Any person who acts in contravention of thest®n commits an offence and is
liable—

(@ onsummary conviction to imprisonment for a terot exceeding five years;

(b) on conviction on indictment to imprisonment forterm not exceeding
fifteen years.

PART V
Import and Export

24. Import and export permit

(1) A person shall not import into, export fromtaanship, in Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines any firearm or ammunition except if ighie holder of a Firearm Import
Permit or a Firearm Export Permit or a Firearm §hapment Permit issued by the
appropriate authority.

(2) Any person acting in contravention of subgett{l) commits an offence and is
liable—

(@) for a prohibited weapon—

(i) on summary conviction to imprisonment for antenot exceeding ten
years,

(i) on conviction on indictment to imprisonmeiat fa term not exceeding
twenty years;

[Paragraphd) amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

(b) for a restricted weapon or restricted ammunition—

(i) on summary conviction to a fine not exceediag thousand dollars or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years

(i) on conviction on indictment to a fine not eeading twenty-five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a term exteeding fifteen
years;
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(¢) in any other case—

(i) on summary conviction to a fine not exceedsegen thousand dollars
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding threary,

(i) on conviction on indictment to a fine not eeding twenty thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceedamgyears.

25. Travellers

(1) Every traveller who disembarks in Saint Vincand the Grenadines having a
firearm or ammunition in his possession or undserdaintrol shall make a declaration to
that effect to the appropriate officer of customshie prescribed form.

(2) A person who makes any false statement in gecharation commits an offence
and is liable on summary conviction to a fine neteeding five thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years.

26. Travellers in possession of firearms

(1) Every person who disembarks in Saint Vincemd she Grenadines and who
declares under section 25 that he has in his pgisseany firearm or ammunition shall
(unless he is in possession of a Firearm ImponnRer

(@ cause the firearm or ammunition to remain onwbssel or aircraft upon
which he arrived in Saint Vincent and the Grenastiioe

(b) deliver the firearm or ammunition to an officdronstoms in a sealed packet
to be dealt with in accordance with section 27.

[Subsection (1) amended by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

(2) Every person who contravenes the provisionssufsection (1) commits an
offence.

27. Custody of firearms or ammunition by officerof customs

(1) A firearm or ammunition received by an offiedrcustoms under section 26 shall
be retained in the sealed packet in which it waeived until—

(@ the person from whom it was received produceseafm Import Permit and
a licence or permit authorising him to be in pos&es of such firearm or
ammunition and pays the appropriate customs dutysweh firearm or
ammunition;

(b) the person gives reasonable notice to the Cotigatrgpecifying some port
of embarkation for some place outside of Saint ¥iricand the Grenadines
and the date, time and vessel of embarkation irchvievent the sealed
package shall be delivered to him immediately eefer disembarks;

(c) some other person satisfies the Comptroller that person is lawfully
entitled to the possession of the firearm or amimmand—

(i) produces a Firearm Import Permit,

(i) produces a licence authorising him to be asgession of the firearm
or ammunition, and

(i) pays the appropriate customs duty in respefttsuch firearm or
ammunition, or



CAP. 386
Firearms Act — Subsidiary Legislation

(iv) complies with the requirements of paragralph (

in which event the sealed package shall be deliverdénim as if he was the
traveller from whom the firearm or ammunition waseived.

(2) The Comptroller may dispose of any such fireaor ammunition in such
circumstances after such period of time as mayéscpbed.

28. Territorial waters

For the purposes of this Part, a person does ngbrinfirearm or ammunition into
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines if the firearmammunition is in his possession or
under his control—

(@ on some vessel within the territorial waters @ind Vincent and the
Grenadines;

(b) on some aircraft flying over Saint Vincent ance tierenadines or its
territorial waters;

(c) at some aerodrome in Saint Vincent and the Giarad

unless he causes or attempts to cause such fimaammunition to be landed in Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines from such vessel oradirotherwise than for delivery to an
officer of customs under section 26.

PART VI
Power of Search and Seizure

29. Power of seizure and arrest

(1) A police officer may require any person cangyia firearm or ammunition in a
public place to produce to him his licence or pérmi

(2) If any person fails to produce his licencepermit or refuses to allow the police
officer to examine the firearm or ammunition foe thurpose of verifying the particulars
in the licence or permit, he commits an offence tedpolice officer may seize and retain
the firearm or ammunition until such time as legabceedings brought against such
person are concluded:

Provided that a person who does not have on hsopea licence or permit shall be
given five days for its production at a designgpetice station before proceedings are
instituted against him.

(3) The police officer who seizes and retains eafim or ammunition under
subsection (2) shall require the holder of theafine or ammunition to declare his name
and address.

(4) A police officer may arrest without a warramy person who under subsection (3)
refuses to give his name and address and whomakenably suspects of giving a false
name and address or of intending to abscond.

(5) A police officer may at any time require thelder of a licence or permit to
produce for inspection the firearm or ammunitiomtach it relates and any person who
without good cause refuses or fails to do so comamtoffence.

30. Power to search persons



CAP. 386
Firearms Act — Subsidiary Legislation

(1) Where a police officer reasonably suspectsahg person is carrying a firearm or
ammunition concealed about his person he may—

(@) askthat person if he is carrying a firearm;

(b) if that person is carrying a firearm or ammunmniticequire that person to
produce the firearm or ammunition and, unless lexénpted under section
15, his licence or permit.

(2) If any person fails to comply as requestedeurglibsection (1), he commits an
offence and the police officer may seize and refiaénfirearm or ammunition until such
time as legal proceedings against that personcanr@wded.

(3) If any person denies that he is carrying @aiim or ammunition about his person,
the police officer may search that person and saigkretain any firearm found until such
time as legal proceedings are concluded againsp#raon and shall require that person
to declare to him his name and address.

(4) A police officer authorised by the Commission&y without a warrant enter any
premises on which he has reasonable cause to ddliet firearms or ammunition are
concealed, made or sold without a licence and may—

(@ search the premises and every person found therei

(b) seize and retain any firearm or ammunition foimdhat place or on such
person until investigations are completed and wheggal proceedings result
until such time as legal proceedings are concluded.

(5) The provisions of section 29(3) and (4) shalbly to this section.

(6) The occupier of any premises in which anyaiine or ammunition is found shall
for the purposes of this Act be deemed to be theeover keeper of such firearm or
ammunition until the contrary is proved.

31. Power to stop and search vehicles

(1) A police officer may without a warrant stopdasearch any vehicle in which he
reasonably suspects any firearm or ammunition isgbeonveyed, and may search the
driver and any person conveyed in the vehicle.

(2) Any person who under this section—
(@) being the driver fails to stop the vehicle at tbquest of a police officer; or

(b) being a person conveyed in a vehicle prevenistionidates the driver so as
to prevent him from stopping at the request of lcp®fficer; or

(c) escapes or attempts to escape from a vehiclpetidpy a police officer,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction tfire not exceeding five thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceedhnge years.

32. Search warrants

(1) A Magistrate or Justice of the Peace on bedatigsfied by information on oath that
there are reasonable grounds for suspecting thaffemce has been, is being or is about
to be committed, may grant a search warrant auingriany police officer named
therein—

(@ to enter at any time any premises or place ham#étk warrant, if necessary
by force, and to search the premises or place &ad/gerson found on
those premises or in that place;
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(b) to seize any firearm or ammunition which he miayg fon the premises, in
that place or on any person in connection with Wiacin respect of which
he has reasonable grounds for suspecting thatfancef has been, is being
or is about to be committed; and

(c) toretain any such firearm and ammunition fouhgaaagrapht), if any, for
the duration of any investigation and where legalcpedings result until
such legal proceedings are concluded.

(2) If a Judge of the High Court is satisfied bformation on oath sworn by a police
officer of the rank of Inspector and above that ¢lreumstances so require, he may by
warrant under his hand authorise the Commissianeomnduct a general search by police
officers of all buildings, structures, conveyanceshicles, articles and persons in the
locality specified in the warrant.

(3) Any person who under this section refuses sxde the police to any yard,
building, structure, vehicle, conveyance, premisesn any other way unreasonably
hinders or obstructs or molests the police in tkecation of their duties under this
section commits an offence and is liable on comwicto a fine not exceeding five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a termeaxateeding three years.

(4) The police officer authorised under subseciibnor (3) may arrest without a
warrant any person found on the premises or inglzte whom he has reason to believe
has committed an offence under this Act.

PART VII
Miscellaneous

33. Custody of firearms

(1) The holder of a Firearm User’s Licence whal®ut to leave Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines and is not taking the firearm or amtion specified in that licence with
him shall—

(@ arrange for the storage of the firearm or amniomitn a place and under
conditions approved by the Commissioner; or

(b) deliver the firearm or ammunition to the holder @ Firearm User's
(Employees) Permit in respect of that particuleedim; or

(c) deliver the firearm or ammunition for safe keepito the nearest police
station.

(2) A firearm or ammunition received at a politation under this section shall—

(@ be delivered to any person who produces a Firééser's Licence in respect
of such firearm or ammunition;

(b) incur, if the firearm or ammunition is unclaimedthin twelve months of its
delivery under paragraph)( a storage fee at such rate as may be prescribed,
and if the fee is unpaid at the end of six mon#hdofeited to the Crown:

Provided that the owner may claim such firearmammunition within six
months of forfeiture on payment of the storageifée can show reasonable
cause for the delay.

34. Slaughtering instrument
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(1) A person who is the Chief Veterinary Officarany officer authorised by him in
writing may have a slaughtering instrument in losgession without a licence.

(2) The provisions of section&( (b) and €) shall apply,mutatis mutandisto any
such person.

35. Forfeiture order
Where a person is—
(@ convicted of an offence under this Act;
(b) has been ordered to—
(i) be subject to police supervision,
(i) enter into recognisance to keep the peace, or
(i) be of good behaviour,

a condition of which is that the offender shall patssess, use or carry a
firearm or ammunition,

the Court may make an order as to forfeiture asgasial of any firearm or ammunition
found in his possession as the Court thinks fitimag cause the conviction or order to be
certified to the appropriate authority which mayatordance with section 12 revoke any
licence or permit held by that person.

36. Carrying firearm or ammunition in parts

Where any firearm or ammunition is carried in pdystwo or more persons, each of
such persons shall be deemed to carry a firearm.

37. Ballistics certificate

(1) Subject to subsection (2), in any criminalgaedings any certificate signed by a
ballistics expert shall be admitted as evidencehef matters so certified without the
expert being required to attend in person to giidesxce at such proceedings.

(2) Where pursuant to subsection (1) it is intehtbesubmit a certificate as evidence,
the prosecution shall give at least fourteen dayden notice of such intention together
with a copy of the certificate and the person cedrmay before the commencement of
the proceedings, object to the admission of thtficate, and may require the attendance
of the ballistics expert to give evidence.

(3) In this section,'ballistics expert” means a person versed in the science of
missiles and firearms who is designated an expgrthe Commissioner by notice
published in th&azette

38. Regulations

The Minister may make regulations for the betteryéag out of the provisions of this
Act, and in particular but without prejudice to tferegoing may make regulations for
prescribing anything by this Act to be prescribed.

[Section 38 amended by Act No. 25 of 1996.]

39. Obstruction
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Any person who hinders, molests or obstructs atiggofficer or officer of customs
or any other authorised person in the exercishepbwers and duties imposed upon him
under this Act, commits an offence.

40. Altering

Any person who wilfully obliterates, defaces, atecounterfeits or forges any
identifying marks on any firearm registered undés Act commits an offence.

41. Onus of proof

Whenever in any prosecution under this Act the mi#dat claims to be licensed or
claims any qualification or exemption from lialylithe burden of proving such licence,
gualification or exemption shall lie on him.

42. Rewards

If in any proceedings under this Act, any persdreothan a police officer or public
officer gives evidence whereby any other persardegred to pay a fine or other penalty,
or any forfeiture is ordered, the Governor-Generay, acting on the recommendation of
the prosecutor, direct payment to any such persgnggsuch evidence of any sum not
exceeding one half of the amount recovered in tsggehe order.

43. Collection of firearms

(1) The Governor-General may by proclamation othat within any town or district
specified in such proclamation all firearms shadl ¢given up to the Commissioner or
other police officer authorised by him.

(2) Any person who refuses or neglects to compith vguch order commits an
offence and is liable on conviction to a fine nateeding two thousand five hundred
dollars and to imprisonment for six months, andaddition the firearms in respect of
which the offence was committed shall be forfeited.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), the Governen€ral may proclaim a period of
amnesty for a duration of time to be specifiedunlsproclamation during which persons
in possession of unlicensed may surrender thaetaffins to the Commissioner or other
police officers or other persons authorised by Without incurring a penalty.

[Subsection (3) inserted by Act No. 4 of 1999.]

44. General penalty provisions

A person convicted of an offence under this Actvidrich no penalty is prescribed
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two thodsdallars or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding twelve months.

45. Savings
This Act shall not apply to—

(@ antigue or obsolete firearms which are sold, dfmed, purchased or
acquired as a curiosity, ornament or collectomignd so certified by the
Commissioner;

(b) any firearm or ammunition, the property of thev@®mment of Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines;
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(¢) any person lawfully in possession of a firearrhe tproperty of the
Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines;

(d) any member of the Cadet Force of Saint Vinceut thie Grenadines in his
capacity as a member of that force;

() any firearm or ammunition on board any ship ocraiit forming part of the
equipment of such ship or aircraft;

(fH any member of the crew of any ship or aircraftany employee of an
aerodrome in possession of a firearm or ammunitiothe course of his
duties in connection with paragram; (

(g) firearms or ammunition the property of the goveemt of a country other
than Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in circuntgtsiand subject to such
conditions as may for the time being be approvethbyMinister.

[Section 45 amended by SRO 7 of 1996.]

46. Repeal

The Firearms Act, 32 of 1956, as amended is hargigaled.
[Chapter 275 of the Revised Laws 1990 Edition.]

First Schedule
[Section 3. First Schedule amended by SRO 7 of 1886No. 25 of 1996.]

FIREARMS ACT
Application Forms
FORM A

PART 1
To Commissioner of Police
1. | hereby apply for—
(@) Licence to keep firearms and ammunition.
(b) Estate gun licence.
(c) Licence to deal in firearms and ammunition.
(Note—Application must delete type of licence NOT reqd)
The following particulars are submitted—
Full name of applicant ..........ccocvvmmeceviiiieee e, Age ... Y8al......oooiiiiie
AGAIESS ottt
Occupation Of @PPIICANT ........uiiiiiiit et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aananes
Brief particulars of land and/or property ocieapby the applicant ............ccccccvvvvicccaeeeennn.

Type of licence required i.e)((b) or (c). If (b), state name, age and address of watchman or
SEIVAINES ..eiitiie ittt e ettt e e sttt e e ettt e e et e e e s abe e e e s s be e e s oh b e e e ek bt e e e akbe e e e a ket e ebe e e e eRbee e e ahbe e e e anbe e e e nbe e e annes

o gk wN

7. Type of firearms for which licence is required—

(Description to be full and accurate specifying thiee rifle, gun, revolver or semi-
automatic, number of barrels, chambers, magazinep@ater, number of shots, bore or
calibre, makers name, identification number, etc.).
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Note—If applicant does not intend to keep a firearmsishes only to use one, this fact
should be stated by writing in between maker armdber “Any registered firearm of the type
stated.”

TYPE ettt Calibre ...
MaKEr ..oooeiiiiiiiiee e NUMDET .o
8. The maximum amount of ammunition describedetd&édpt at any one time is .........ccccevvvmeen.
9. My reasons for wishing to acquire and keep sinierms are—
PSPPSRI
2 ettt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeteeeteee o —————eee s o —t——taeeaa—h—ateeeaaa—ateee e e trreeaeeeaanraeeeeeaannrraees
RPN
TR PRRT
D e et e e ee e e e e—eeaeteeeeee e e —————eee s o ————tee e e e —t bttt e aaaa—attee e e atheeaeeeaanraeeaeeaannrraes
B eiitttete et et et eeeee e e ——eaaeteeeeee e e —————ee e e ot tt—taeeaa—tbaeeeeaaatatteeeaanareeeee e et raeeaeeaannnraes
10. The firearm required is QVailable @t ....eeeeeeeeeieeiiiiiieiiee e
Applicant
Date: ..o
PART 2

For Police Use Only
This application is (NOTapproved

and a licence may now/not be issued (on paymettiteohppropriate stamp duty) in the following
term—

Date: i
PART 3
Licence NO. ....cevieiiieiie e [ ETIUT<To [ o N
Expiring on ..o b 20 i
Stamps

To be Affixed Here
and Cancelled by Issuing Officer
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Particulars entered in relevant Registers by—

FIREARMS ACT
[Section 5(1).]

FORM Al
Application for Renewal of—
* Licence to keep firearms
* Estate gun licence
* Licence to deal in firearms
(* Delete where inapplicable)
F Y o] o] o= U k30 U1 1 0 F= o = SO
F Y o] o] o= T | == To [0 [ =S PR PPPPPUR
| hereby apply for a renewal of my licence as abfovehe year 20 ..... . | certify that the

gun(s) is/are still in my possession, has/havebpeti altered in any way and is/are in sound
working condition.

Signed
Date
Stamps to be Affixed Here
and
Cancelled By Issuing Officer
[ oY oot c RN 1Y 1= To [N o] o SO
Signature
FIREARMS ACT
[Section 4(1).]
FORM B
Licence to Keep Firearms
Licence NO. ....ccevevveiiiiiiiee e
Police Headquarters,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
L NEIrEDY ICEBNSE .. ettt oottt et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e s e e s aaannnnenerenes
LTI =T T PP PRR
F X o = PP PRRP
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from this date until the ................c.oeeee 720 e
Issuing Officer for Commissioner of Police
Date of ISSU€: ...oooiiiiiiiieiiiee,
FIREARMS ACT

[Section 4(1).]
FORM C

Estate Gun Licence

Licence NO. ..ccooeeeeiiiiiic e
Police Headquarters,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
As the holder of a licence NO. ......oeevvviiiieiiiieee e tedp firearms
and ammunition under the provisions of the Fireafitis
LT L F= T T TP
AGAIESS ... eeree et e e e e e e e e e et e e ieaeeeaeaaeeeeeea—— e aaaaataeeeerrrr——————

is hereby licensed to authorise such of the pami@sed below, as continue in his employ as
watchman or servant to carry, for the service eflitensee, any gun and ammtion belonging t

the licensee and to use the same on the landsdietpto the licensee until the ............... Q,2
Full Name Address Occupation
Date this .....eeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e day of ..o b 20

Commissioner of Police

FORM D
Licence to Deal in Firearms and Ammunition

Not Transferable
Licence NO. ...oooueiiiieeeieee e
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

(B) e Of e having paid the sum of one

thousand dollars, is hereby licensed to deal @afims and ammunition and to trade as a licensed
firearm dealer, under the provisions of the Fireaut, at the premises known asb} (

NO. o, Street, ...vvceeemeenuntil the e b 20 e,
Dated this ......ccevvvviiieeeieee e day of ..o, 1 20 e

(a) Full name and address
(b) Address of business premises
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Second Schedule

[Section 3(4). Second Schedule amended by SRO 299#, Act No. 25 of 1996, SRO 43 of
2003,Act No. 3 of 2004.]

Fees for Licences

Y 0] (o8 1P $ 125.00
ReVOIVErS and PISLOIS ........uueiiiiiiiiiii e a e e e e e e $ 250.00
RIFIES e e e e e e e ——————————————aaaaaaaaaanan $ 250.00
Firearms for watchman and SErvants ........cccecceeeooeiiiiiiiiiciciiiiiire e e $ 250.00

Dealers in firCAIMS ..........veeii e $ 1,000.00

CHAPTER 386
FIREARMS ACT

SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

No Subsidiary Legislation




