
MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO.---
St1ries of 2020 

lo All Manufacturers and Importers of Steel Bars and Others Concerned 

Subject SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
DAO 18-08, SERIES OF 2018 

OF 

WHEREAS, the Department Admmistra~tve Order (OAO) 18-08 Senes of 2018 was tssJed and 
took effect on 06 Jat'1uary 2019 the object ve of whtc"' IS to stnctly ensure that steel products 
conply Wll'1 the specr1ed safety and1or qualrty requ;rementls as prescribed there1:1· 

WHEREAS. a::. provtded l'l Ruie 24.51ranSilory Provtston5 of i::JAO 18-J8.20 i 8, at manufach..rers 
shall comply with the ne>.v nart.tng reqwrements on emoossed -narkmgs orescnbed the·ein 
part1cu arty for steel grade, micro-alloy or querch and tempered bars six (6) months after the 
effectivity of the said DAO or on 06 July 2019. 

WHEREAS. Pnilippine National Standard (PNS1 49 2019- Steel bars for concrete re1nforcemen1 
- Specificatior was promulgated by the Bureat. of Philippi1e Star.dards (BPS) m January 2019 
prescribing the new requirements on steel grades and marktngs. among others 

WHEREAS a g·oup of rranufa~urers requested to defer the da:e of the mandatory 
tmplementatton of the new marki!"IQ reqUiremen~s to give them ample time for the necessary re
tooling and review of the marking recuireme,ts orescnbed by hP new PNS 49·2019 

WHEREAS considerhg the request made by the tndustry, Memorandum Ctrcular (MCJ No. 19-
04 , Series ::>f 20~ 9 was ssued extending the tmolenAmatton of the ne·N embossed morkings for 
steel bars unul 05 Septemoer 2019 and the commencement of market mon:tOrt'lQ and 
enforcement of the new embossed rrarkmgs was deferred :o OS September 2:120 

WHEREAS, to further simplify the prescnbeo markirgs for easier comJ:Iiance and monrtonng the 
steel be:n rr.am.facturers requested for al~ernat1ve embossed markings relative to the mandatory 
rnp ementatton of thP. new marking requiremerts prescribed by DAO 16-08.2018 

WHEREAS consijenng the suggestions o' the mdustry MC Nc. 19-09. Senes of 2019 was 
.ssued prescribmg the acceptable markmgs on grade and manufacturiny process on steel bars, 
-ntnimu-n sampling requtrements for mechantcal and chemtcal test. and gutdelires on market 
11onttonng :md enforcement. 

WHEREAS, on 16 March 2020. the President declared a sta<e of public hea:th emergency 1hroJgh 
Pres1denti~ Proclamat•on No 922 Series of 2020 to address the Coro'la Vtrus D1sease IC0\'!0-
• 9) threat subsequently placing the:: whole Luzon under Enhanced Commun1y Quaran:tne 
tECQ) . Other simtlar orders were subsequently ISSuEd extending the irnplementotion of the 
community quaran!tne untl to date 

WHEREAS. due tc tr~s public health .emergency all nor-essen~ial business operottons mcludtng 
steel bar manufactunng or drstnbulton .vere halted and or a lowed sub·ect to the lil!ltauons 
prescribed tn tie Jarious Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) for the Man~gemenl of Emerging 
lnfect1ous 01sP.ases (MEte· 1ssued gUidcltnos 
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WHEREAS, due to the hatted or limited business operations most of the steel manuf3cturers 
expressed thai they "A ill not be able to fully util1ze the remammg inventories of steel bars beanng 
the old markings by 06 September 2020 including those already in their distributors warehouses 
anc ra·dware stores; 

WHEREAS. Rule 23 of CAO 18-08. Series of 2018 spec;flcally stipulates that ·'BPS may ·ssue 
suer"~ guidelinesfprocedures as may be necessary m the implementatron of this Order· 

WHEREFORE, foregotng premises cons dered, the foltow1ng gurdellnes shall be implemented. 

All local/foreign manufacturers and importers of steel products covered by DAO 18-
08:2018 in~lucing the1r local drstnbutors and/or hardware stores shall utiltze and/or 
dispose the remaining mventones of steel bars beari'1g the old markings until 30 June 
2021 , 

2 Market moritor.ng and enforcement to ensure that a I steel products covered by DA.O 18-
08'201 E drstnbuted in t1e loca1 market bear the new requirements on embossed markings 
shal' commence on 01 July 2021 . All ron-compliant prooucts shall be subject to the 
following: 

a. First Offense - Not1ce of /iolatron shall be ISSued but retailers!dis1ributors shall 
only be advtsed to pull-out the items from the selling area . 

b Second Offanse or.,;,;ards - Notice of Violation shall be issued sub.rect to the 
regular adjudicatior process. 

3. All provisions of MC 19-04 and MC 19-09. Series of 2019 tnconsis1ent with th s Circular 
arc considered repealed or amended. 

ThiS Circular shall be effectrve immediate!~· after its pt.blicatron m a national newspaper at general 
c1rculation, a copy o• which shall be submitted to the UP Office of Nationa' Admin strative Reg1ster. 

For the mformatton and guidance of all concerned. 

Done m the Ctty of Makati this l1±h_ cay of Au911st m the year 2020 

Director 
Bureau of PI"Jihppine Standards 

Recommended by: 

ATTY. RUTH B. CASTELO 
Unde•secretary 

Consumer Protection Group 
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